Late recurrence of a pineal germinoma 14 years after radiation and chemotherapy: a case report and review of the literature.
Intracranial germinomas (IG) are rare and highly curable tumors. The incidence and optimal treatment of recurrences are not well defined. A 34-year-old male was diagnosed with a late recurrence of an IG 14 years after the initial diagnosis and treatment. The diagnosis was complicated by the absence of tumor markers and delayed histological sampling of the lesion. Upon histological confirmation, the patient received 2 cycles of conventional chemotherapy, followed by 2 cycles of highdose chemotherapy and peripheral blood stem cell transplantation. The patient achieved a complete remission on magnetic resonance imaging scan. Consolidating radiation of the involved field was performed after termination of the chemotherapy. Limited information on the optimal management of late relapses of IG call for individualized therapeutic approaches. Platinum-based chemotherapy, followed by high-dose chemotherapy and consolidative radiation, appears to be feasible and effective in this situation.